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of Major-General Ashmore, assisted by a very capable and hard-working body of officers and men, a due proportion of whom were always on duty throughout the twenty-four hours. The first requisite was to ensure that immediate notice of an impending raid should be received by all concerned, as the time taken by the hostile machines to reach London from, say, the mouth of the Thames, was only just sufficient to allow of our own machines climbing up from the ground to an altitude equal to that at which the enemy was probably flying. A sharp look-out on the coast and rapid methods of transmitting information were therefore of the first importance. In both cases the arrangements were about as perfect as they could be made.
It was supposed by most people that the one and only object of the anti-aircraft guns was to bring down the enemy's machines, but this was only one of two. The other, almost equally important, was that the guns should compel the enemy to fly at a great elevation in order to be safe against their fire. In this way they reduced his chances of bombing his objectives, and restricted him to a smaller aerial space in which our own aeroplanes, assisted by searchlights at night, would have to look for him. Aprons, formed of long strands of wire and suspended between captive balloons, helped to serve the same purpose of keeping the enemy well up in the air and to limit his available lines of approach. Once a balloon unfortunately broke loose when two men were working on it. One poor fellow dropped when at a great height; the other was never seen again, or the balloon.
On the fighting fronts the aeroplane has proved itself to be indispensable in collecting information, directing artillery fire, bombing the enemy's depots, railways, camps, etc., but perhaps its most important feature, and the one with the greatest future, is that it permits of the war being carried into the enemy's country, irrespective of the situation on land and sea. The ostensible object of raids of this kind may be to inflict damage upon naval bases, supply depots, and other military establishments, but non-military places will also suffer, for although raids upon them may theoretically be classed as unjustifiable, the limits of what is permissible and what is not are very elastic in these days.